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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 7-11, 14-16, 26-34, 36-37, and 39 , are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pitroda U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2005/0247777 A1. 

As per claims 1, 9, 15, and 16 , Pitroda discloses an Apparatus for use in 
transactions, comprising: 

non-volatile memory containing a set of multiple identifiers associated with a 
customer account, wherein said multiple identifiers are also known to an agency 
providing said customer account (figs. 1, 12, 13, and 14; 0007), and 

a processor operable to select one identifier from said set of multiple identifiers 
for use with any transaction involving said customer account (figs. 12, 13, and 14; 
0007). 



As per claim 2, 10 , Pitroda further discloses the apparatus, wherein each of the 
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identifiers in said set of multiple identifiers is allocated by the agency uniquely to the 
apparatus (figs. 12, 13 and 14; 0007). 

As per claim 3 , Pitroda further discloses the apparatus, further comprising a 
communications facility to engage a terminal, wherein the apparatus is operable to 
receive bill details for a transaction from the terminal, to generate a transaction record 
from the bill details, and to transmit the transaction record to the terminal (0007; 0008; 
0072). 

As per claim 7 , Pitroda further discloses the apparatus, wherein said apparatus 
is operable to engage a first class of terminals for making a transaction, and a second 
class of terminals to enter or to update account information stored in the non-volatile 
memory (see figs. 2, 3, 5, 7 and 11; 0007; 0008; 0072). 

As per claim 8 , Pitroda further discloses the apparatus, further comprising first 
and second power circuits that are activated by said first and second class of terminals 
respectively, wherein activation of said second power circuit does not allow account 
information to be entered or updated in at least certain portions of said non-volatile 
memory (see figs. 2, 3, 5, 7 and 11; 0007; 0008; 0100). 



As per claim 11 , Pitroda further discloses the method, wherein making a 
transaction further comprises: 
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engaging a terminal, receiving bill details for a transaction from the terminal, 
generating a transaction record from the bill details, and transmitting the transaction 
record to the terminal (see fig. 2; 0007; 0008; 0087; 0100). 

As per claim 14 , Pitroda further discloses the method, further comprising limiting 
the transaction rate of the device to prevent rapid read-out of the identifiers (0072). 

As per claim 26 , Pitroda discloses a method for performing a transaction at a 
terminal using a portable transaction device, comprising: 

generating a bill for the transaction at the terminal, engaging the portable 
transaction device with the terminal (fig. 2), transmitting the bill from the terminal to the 
transaction device (fig. 8), selecting one identifier from a set of multiple identifiers stored 
on the transaction device for use in the transaction (figs. 12, 13, and 14), generating a 
transaction record on the transaction device (figs. 16 and 18), the transaction record 
incorporating information from the bill and the selected identifier, and transmitting the 
transaction record to the terminal (figs. 15, 16 and 17; 0089; 0099). 

As per claim 27 , Pitroda further discloses the method, wherein the transaction 
record includes a digital signature from the transaction device (0089). 



As per claim 28 , Pitroda further discloses the method, wherein the transaction 
device is associated with a customer account, and wherein said multiple identifiers are 
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also known to an agency providing said customer account, the method further 
comprising: transmitting the transaction record from the terminal to an agency 
computer, accessing an account record for the customer account based on the selected 
identifier included in the transaction record, validating the transaction, and updating the 
account record in respect of the validated transaction (figs. 15, 16 and 17; 0089; 0099). 

As per claim 29 , Pitroda further discloses the method, wherein prior to 
transmitting the transaction record from the terminal to the agency computer, the 
terminal incorporates its own copy of the bill into the transaction record (0089; 0099). 

As per claim 30 , Pitroda further discloses a method of operating a computer 
account system at an agency, said agency maintaining a plurality of customer accounts 
on the computer account system, wherein each customer account has a set of multiple 
identifiers associated therewith, the method comprising: 

receiving a request for a transaction on a customer account, accessing an 
identifier within the request, determining which set of multiple identifiers the accessed 
identifier belongs to, and from this determining a customer account for the transaction, 
and updating the determined customer account in respect of the transaction (figs. 2; 15, 
16 and 17; 0089; 0099). 



As per claim 31 , Pitroda further discloses the method, wherein determining 
which set of multiple identifiers the accessed identifier belongs to comprises accessing 
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an index that maps identifiers to corresponding account records (figs. 15, 16 and 17; 
0089; 0098; 0099). 

As per claim 32 , Pitroda further discloses the method, wherein the request 
includes a digital signature generated by a transaction device associated with a 
customer account, and the method further comprises validating the digital signature 
(figs. 15, 16 and 17; 0066; 0067; 0079; 0089; 0099). 

As per claim 33, Pitroda further discloses the method, further comprising opening 
a new customer account by: creating a new account record for the new customer 
account, and storing a set of multiple identifiers associated with the new customer 
account into the new account record (0088; 0095; "user activates the account"). 

As per claim 34 , Pitroda further discloses the method, further comprising: 
generating the set of multiple identifiers associated with the new customer account, and 
transmitting the generated set of multiple identifiers to a customer transaction device for 
use with the new customer account (figs. 15, and 16 0089; 0099). 

As per claims 36 and 39 , Pitroda discloses a computer account system at an 
agency, said system comprising: 

a plurality of customer account records, wherein each customer account record 
incorporates a set of multiple identifiers associated therewith (fig. 13), and an index that 
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maps identifiers to corresponding account records, wherein the system is responsive to 
receiving a request for a transaction on a customer account to access an identifier 
within the request in order to determine which set of multiple identifiers and hence which 
customer account the accessed identifier belongs to (figs. 12, 13, 14, 15; 0089; 0098; 
0099; 0100). 

As per claim 37 , Pitroda further discloses the system, wherein the multiple 
identifiers associated with a customer account record are unique to that account record 
(fig. 13; 0066; 0070). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-6. 12-13. 35 and 38 , are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Pitroda U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0247777 A1 in 

view of Mann, III et al U.S. Patent Application Publication No 2006/0122943 A1. 
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As per claim 4 and 12 , Pitroda failed to explicitly disclose the apparatus, wherein 
the transaction record includes a digital signature that is generated using a 
cryptographic key contained within the non-volatile memory. 

Mann, III et al discloses the apparatus, wherein the transaction record includes a 
digital signature that is generated using a cryptographic key contained within the non- 
volatile memory (0080; 0093). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Pitroda and incorporate the apparatus, 
wherein the transaction record includes a digital signature that is generated using a 
cryptographic key contained within the non-volatile memory as taught by Mann, III et al 
in order to ensure adequate security. 

As per claim 5 and 13 , Pitroda failed to explicitly disclose the apparatus, wherein 
the transaction record is encrypted. 

Mann, III et al discloses the apparatus, wherein the transaction record is 
encrypted (0080). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Pitroda and incorporate the apparatus, 
wherein the transaction record is encrypted as taught by Mann, III et al in order to 
ensure adequate security. 
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As per claim 6 , Pitroda failed to explicitly disclose the apparatus, wherein said 
apparatus is provided within inert packaging to allow implantation into the human body. 

Mann, III et al discloses the apparatus, wherein said apparatus is provided within 
inert packaging to allow implantation into the human body (0042; 0051). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Pitroda and incorporate the apparatus, 
wherein said apparatus is provided within inert packaging to allow implantation into the 
human body as taught by Mann, III et al in order to ensure adequate security. 

As per claim 35 and 38 , Pitroda failed to explicitly disclose the method, further 
comprising generating at least one cryptographic key for use in communications 
between the computer account system and the customer transaction device. 

Mann, III et al discloses the method, further comprising generating at least one 
cryptographic key for use in communications between the computer account system 
and the customer transaction device (0100). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Pitroda and incorporate the method, 
further comprising generating at least one cryptographic key for use in communications 
between the computer account system and the customer transaction device as taught 
by Mann, III et al in order to ensure adequate security. 
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3. Claims 17-25 , are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wynn U.S. Patent No. RE38.137 E. 

As per claim 17 and 20 , Wynn discloses a method for opening an account on a 
portable transaction device comprising: 

opening an account record in an agency computer system, wherein said agency 
is to provide the account, generating a set of multiple identifiers to be used for 
transactions on the account, storing the set of multiple identifiers in the agency 
computer system, and storing the set of multiple identifiers on the portable transaction 
device (fig. 10; col. 4, line 55-col. 5, line 5). 

Wynn however did not explicitly mention identifiers. Wynn discloses the use of 
different account numbers stored in the UFDC. The use of identifiers or account 
numbers to designate credit cards are well known in the art. Accordingly it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method of Wynn by 
incorporating the use of identifiers. 

As per claim 18 . Wynn further discloses the method, wherein the identifiers are 
unique to the account for the agency (col. 4, line 55-col. 5, line 5). 

As per claim 19 . Wynn failed to explicitly disclose the method further comprising 
adding the identifiers to an index, wherein said index maps from an identifier to the 
corresponding account. Wynn however discloses storing the accounts in an organized 
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manner (col. 5, lines 5-15; col. 6, lines 5-25). Thus it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill to list or index the account for easy selection during processing. 

As per claim 21 , Wynn discloses that each account contains the information 
relating to issuer name, address, contact information etc. Accordingly the accounts are 
unrelated to one another (col. 4, line 55-col. 5, line 5). 

As per claim 22 . Wynn further discloses the method, wherein the identifiers are 
generated on the agency computer system, and are transmitted to the portable 
transaction device for storage thereon (fig. 1, 3 and 4; col. 4, line 55-col. 5, line 5). 

As per claim 23 , Wynn further discloses the method, further comprising 
generating at least one cryptographic key for use with the account (col. 4, lines 45-55). 

As per claim 24 . Wynn further discloses the method, further comprising making a 
prepayment onto the account prior to using the account for transactions (fig. 10). 

As per claim 25 , Wynn further discloses the method, further comprising 
establishing an identity of a person who is to hold the account prior to opening the 
account (fig. 10). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The reference cited to Keresman, III et al U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2002/0120583 A1 is a document considered relevant to the claimed 
invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (571) 272- 
6838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272 - 6712. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 
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(571) 273-8300. [Official communications; including After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"]. 

(571) 273-8300. [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window: 

Randolph Building, 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria VA. 22314 



Charlie Lion Agwumezie 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 
July 14, 2006 




